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T3.40 
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 6 September 2016 
 
Dear Joan 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 15 July 2016 updating all committees on the initial 
work being undertaken by your Committee in relation to the implications of the UK 
leaving the EU.  
 
The Education and Skills Committee has now given initial consideration to its 
approach to scrutiny of related issues that fall within its remit, an obvious example 
being the potential impact on higher education research funding. The Committee 
agreed that it would not commence any specific piece of work at this stage, although 
doubtless this matter will be raised in questioning as part of our sectoral overview 
sessions in September, starting with further and higher education tomorrow.  
 
The Committee also agreed that it would keep a watching brief on any work 
undertaken by your Committee of relevance to our remit. I understand your 
Committee took evidence from the Director of Universities Scotland in July as part of 
your sectoral overview panel. In addition, I understand that your consultation on the 
implications for Scotland of the UK leaving the EU closed on Monday, and that 
bodies and academics with an interest in education and skills have been consulted. I 
should be grateful if you could let me know whether the work that leads from this 
broad consultation will cover the impact on higher education or other topics relevant 
to this Committee.  
 
If you do scrutinise topics in our remit our approach would be to keep informed of 
this through updates from the clerks and through Tavish Scott MSP and Ross Greer 
MSP who are members of both committees. If, given the number of potential subject 
areas impacted upon, you do not choose to focus specifically on issues within our 
remit, please respond letting me know. I will then take the matter back to the 
Committee as part of wider work programme discussions. 
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Turning to the other issue raised in your letter of 15 July 2016, the Committee has 
had a brief discussion on the European reporter system. Essentially the returning 
members, who were the only members who can reasonably comment on this, felt 
that the reporter system had perhaps had limited impact last session. That is not to 
suggest the Committee does not appreciate the importance of the reporter system, 
and given the EU referendum result this system has a very clear purpose this 
session. The Committee will therefore appoint a reporter in due course and is happy 
to be consulted further on any specific proposals to revise the system that your 
Committee develops in the future. 
 
I hope the Committee’s perspectives on these matters are helpful. 
 
 
 
 
 
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 


